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the attempted assassination of the Emperor of the
French, and the "bloodshed which accompanied that
abortive attempt, were then and after set down as hav-
ing had something to do with frightening Louis Napo-
leon into adopting the cause of Italy and making war
upon Austria. The policy of Louis Napoleon, as we
all came to know at a later date, was arranged before
Orsini had thought of his wild and guilty attempt.
Count Cavour was the man who, after the Congress of
Paris which closed the Crimean war, prevailed upon
Louis Napoleon to go in for the Italian cause, mainly
by assuring him that if he did not undertake the work,
England would undertake it on her own account. No-
body knew better than Count Cavour that England
would do nothing of the kind; hut he had impressed
upon the then Lord Clarendon the fact that it would he
a great thing for England to anticipate Louis Napoleon
in the business; and Lord Clarendon believing his
shrewd friend to be a mere dreamer of dreams, allowed
Cavour to talk on and said nothing. Cavour chose to
interpret his silence as a statesmanlike way of giving
consent, and said as much to Louis Napoleon; Louis
Napoleon thought he had better go in for the enterprise
than leave it to England; and so the Austrians were
driven out of Lombardy. I have wandered away from
my immediate purpose into this little dissertation; but
my strong impression is that the disappointment felt by
Orsini from the results of his visit to England did much
to drive him on the wild and desperate enterprise which
doomed him to death and his memory to odium. Orsini
was worthy of a better fate. When I made his acquaint-
ance I was much taken, as most other people who met
Mm were, by the simplicity, sweetness, and soldierlike
straightforwardness of his demeanour. He delivered
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